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my direct connection with him was severed. When I returned many years afterwards on a visit to Chhattisgarh3 as Chief Commissioner of the Province, my old friend had passed away; but his son was continuing the administration of the State in accordance with the later policy of his worthy old father.
We were not always quite so fortunate in our dealings with the Chiefs; but it Is wonderful how cordial and kindly were the relations between them as a body and the officers of Government with whom they were connected. A very striking Illustration of this occurred at the time of the modification "of the boundaries of Bengal in 1904, when the Chiefs of the Uriya States of Chhattisgarh (Central Provinces) objected to their. proposed transfer to Bengal mainly because they would thus be deprived of the Immense advantage of the friendship and guidance of the Political Agent. They put their views on record In a remarkable petition, to which I shall refer more fully when discussing what has been called " the partition of Bengal."
The Native Chiefs are loyal to the British Government; not only the less Important and influential Chiefs of the smaller States, such as those of Chhattisgarh., but also those of the larger Native States, It is very important for us to retain the loyalty of these Chiefs, both great and small. There is not the slightest doubt that they realise on their part the untold advantages which they derive from British rule. They have no desire to go back to the tempestuous times which preceded that rule, nor to enter Into a ceaseless and precarious struggle for existence. They understand the benefits of peace both for themselves and for their people; and there is nothing that can alienate them from us* so long as we respect their position and are manifestly strong enough to secure it for them. Weakness in the administration 'of our own Empire fills them with disquiet, while needless interference with |heir own administration, disregard of their dignity, and unsympathetic or bullying treatment fill them with disgust. As a rale ^tfaey have been